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Are Our Protestant Churches Reaching 
the Hearts and Minds of Men? 


Announcer: 


Our Town) Meeting host tonight 
is the Union Theological Seminary 
mm Virginia, the largest school for 
(raining ministers of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. Here in the 
Upper South, sixty-nine per cent 
pf all Presbyterian ministers and 
ceores of pastors of other denomi- 
aations have studied at Union. 

Although the oldest theological 
‘chool in the South, this seminary 
ss not looking just at the past. 
lhe has called together hundreds 
bf men and women for a Mid- 
Century Convocation to study and 
seek solutions to three compelling 
problems: the economic resurgence 
tf the South, its effect on the moral 
mad spiritual life of the people, 
3 what Presbyterians should do 

the second half century ahead of 
5S. 

Union is seeking to prepare her- 
elf to train ministers to match 
4 opportunities facing us in this 
vitical day. Our theme tonight 
; an important part of this signi- 
scant conference: “Are Our Pro- 
estant Churches Reaching the 
fearts and Minds of Men?” And 
sow to preside over our discus- 
con, here is your moderator, the 
punder of America’s Town Meet- 
ag of the Air, George V. Denny, 


doderator Denny: 

Good evening, neighbors. 
‘7hether you agree with Dr. Flem- 
iing or Dr. High, Governor Battle 
: Governor Scott, you made it 
sear early this year by the 25,000 
itters you sent to us following 
ar Town Meeting with Dr. Billy 
raham and Dr. Ralph Sockman 
i you were deeply interested in 
night’s question. 


We are happy to participate in 
this Mid-Century Convocation of 
the Union Theological Seminary 
which has provided us with so 
many religious leaders for nearly 
a century and a half. In consider- 
ing tonight’s question, “Are Our 
Protestant Churches Reaching the 
Hearts and Minds of Men?” we 
must remember that we are not 
talking merely about ministers 
and theological seminaries, but the 
members of our churches, as well. 
It’s an old human failing when 
things are not going well to blame 
the other fellow, to look for a 
scape-goat, never at ourselves. So 
all of us who call ourselves 
Christians and are members of 
Protestant churches today should 
consider this question quite per- 
sonally. 

Dr. Arthur Flemming, President 
of Ohio Wesleyan University, 
Chairman of the Manpower 
Policy Committee of the Office of 
Defense Mobilization, and Chair- 
man of the Division of Christian 
Life and Work of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in 
America, answers this question 
with a very positive yes. Dr. 
Stanley High, one of the editors 
of the Reader's Digest, former 
editor of the Christian Herald 
and member of the Committee on 
International Justice and Good 
Will of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in America, 
answers with a resounding xo. 
The distinguished Governors of 
Virginia and North Carolina, the 
Honorable John S. Battle and the 
Honorable W. Kerr Scott, will 
challenge both speakers with ques- 
tions. 

We'll hear first from Dr. Arthur 
S. Flemming, whose brilliant career 


as educator, journalist, public ser- 
vant, and church worker amply 
qualify him to discuss this im- 
portant question. Dr. Flemming. 


Dr. Flemming: 


Yes, Mr. Denny, I believe that 
the Church today is reaching the 
hearts and minds of many men 
and women, and on the whole I 
believe it is doing it more ef- 
fectively than ever before in its 
history. Right at the outset, how- 
ever, I want to underline my con- 
viction that it could do a much 
better job than it is doing. 

But why do I feel that on the 
whole progress is being made? 
First, I believe that the available 
statistics support such a conclu- 
sion. They make it clear that our 
churches and church schools are 
reaching more people than ever 
before. It is true that member- 
ship statistics are not too reveal- 
ing. We know that many who 
are included in these statistics 
could properly be classified as in- 
active. But the fact remains that 
millions of our fellow-citizens are 


“participating actively in the pro- 


gram of our churches and have 
found by experience that through 
participation they receive strength 
and guidance which they cannot 
receive in any other way. 

Second, there is an increasing 
willingness on the part of mem- 
bers of the local church to as- 
sume responsibility for render- 
ing a specific type of service to 
their communities. This interest 
has made these local churches 
aware of the importance of pool- 
ing their resources with the re- 
sources of other churches. That is 
why, within the last forty years, 
nearly 700 city, county, and state 
councils of churches have been 
organized in the United States. 
And that is why they are able 
to undertake projects that men 


just dreamed of handling on ;% 
cooperative basis only a few year: 
ago. Likewise, it is this interes 
which makes it possible for % 
great organization such as_ tht 
National Council of the Churche: 
of Christ in the U.S. A. to emerge 
and which also makes it possible 
for a World Council of Churche: 
to get its program under way. 


Third, churches today are put 
ting more meaning into the word: 
“Christian Fellowship’ than eve: 
before. There is a conflict be 
tween the teachings of Christ anc 
the commonly accepted method: 
for dealing with many of ow 
social, economic, political, anc 
international problems. These con 
flicts set up tensions within the 
hearts and minds of men. Th 
Church has never before providec 
as many opportunities for met 
and women to come _ togethe 
and, under the guidance of th 
Holy Spirit, to help one anothe 
face these basic issues. 


Fourth, the Church is concen 
trating on its programs of evan 
gelism. The National Counci 
of Churches, denominationa 
groups, and a rapidly growin; 
number of local churches knoy 
that the Church will never grij 
the hearts and minds of men t 
the extent that it should, unles 
those who are followers of Chris 
are willing to go out into th 
highways and byways of life, tall 
about Him, and invite others t 
become His followers. Thos 
who are participating in suc 
programs are not running int 
resistance. They are discoverin 
that men and women are reall 
anxious to talk about Christ an 
His way of life. 


In an address at Ohio Wesleya 
University, Branch Rickey, one c 
our graduates and trustees, sai 
this: “Look: Never accept th 


megative until you have thoroughly 
explored the positive.” 

The spotlight has been turned 
‘today, and brightly so, on men 
and women whose conduct has 
been in conflict with everything 
for which the Church stands. But 
before we accept the negative, 
before we decide that the Church 
has failed in its primary mission, 
let’s explore the positive. Let’s 
consider the men and women each 
ene of us knows who, because 
they've accepted the teachings of 
the Church, are giving their lives 
to the service of others. And 
then let's make up our minds that 
were going to accentuate the 
positive by helping to bring more 
and more men and women under 
the influence of the Church. (Ap- 
piause) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Dr. Arthur Flem- 
ming. Now let’s hear the other 
side of the case from another lay- 
man, an elder of the Presbyterian 
Church. Stanley High completed 
his theological course at Boston 
University in 1923, and decided 
he could reach more people with 
his pen than from a pulpit, so he 
turned to a career of journalism, 
first with the Christian Science 
Monitor, later with the Christian 
Herald, and now with the Reader’s 
Digest. Stanley High has made 
many trips around the world and 
every year travels widely in this 
country on assignments for the 
Reader's Digest. We are happy to 
welcome back to Town Meeting, 
Dr. Stanley High. 


Dr. High: 

You can’t answer tonight’s 
question, Dr. Flemming, by tell- 
ing how many, how much, or how 
nig the churches are. What we 
want to know is, what difference 
lo the churches make? What is 


happening to the churches proves 
that they are reaching the people 
—reaching more of them more 
frequently, more insistently, more 
unitedly and in far more expen- 
sive ecclesiastical settings than 
ever in our history. 

But what is happening to peo- 
ple seems to prove that what they 
are being reached with doesn’t 
make much difference. Does the 
fact that the churches are reach- 
ing more people mean that fewer 
people are desperately beset with 
uncertainty, frustration, futility, 
and inner conflict? It should 
mean that. The Founder of the 
Church said: “Peace I leave with 
you. My peace I give unto you.” 
Is the church reaching the hearts 
and minds of men with that kind 
of peace? 

An authoritative magazine article 
recently pointed out that there 
are now in the United States 
eight million known neurotics. 
That, mind you, is only the known 
ones. Medical experts tell us 
that at least one half of all the 
patients seen by all the doctors 
have some emotional basis for their 
ailments. The Nation’s biggest 
health problem is mental health. 
Perhaps the Nation’s biggest social 
problem is alcoholism—a disease 
of escape. And next to that per- 
haps is divorce—most often also 
a product of instability. 

I expect that Dr. Flemming. will 
say that this tragic and widening 
absence of peace with and within 
ourselves is an indictment of our 
society. Why not face up to the 
fact that it’s far more an indict- 
ment of our churches? Either 
that, or admit that Jesus did not 
mean what he promised, and that 
the churches simply do not have 
the answer. 

I think they do have the an- 
swer, but they are not getting 
it into the hearts and minds of 


men. Our increasing dependence 
upon the psychiatrist’s couch is a 
mark of our decreasing dependence 
on the Christian order. 

But the Founder of the Church 
was specific, not only in regard 
to the inner workings of his gos- 
pel, but in its outward workings. 
He said: “By their fruits ye shall 
know them.” From sports scandals 
to government scandals, the fruits 
which currently are visible in our 
land are a very bitter crop indeed. 
I understand that here in Rich- 
mond, your great citizen, Dr. 
Douglas Southall Freeman, has 
begun some of his recent broad- 


casts with this phrase: “The 
scandal this morning in Wash- 
INgtON IS! (..o.eeiockse ” It looks as 


though Dr. Freeman is going to 
be on the air for a long time. 

And worse than the scandals is 
the fact that so few people in 
high places or in lower ones seem 
very excited, much less angry, or 
alarmed. Recently the Senate of 
the United States felt called upon 
to appoint a committee to inquire 
into the state of public morals in 
our land. What do you say to 
that, Dr. Flemming, in a country 
which has more churches and 
more people in them than any 
other in history? 

That Senate Committee has 
proposed drawing up a National 
Code of Ethics to govern our 
conduct, just as though the Ten 
Commandments and the fifth and 
sixth chapters of Matthew had 
never been heard of. And _ they 
proposed setting up a_ national 
commission on morals to see that 
its code is lived up to, just as 
though the gospel preached in the 
churches had never been heard of. 

I wonder how Dr. Flemming ac- 
counts for the fact that in the very 
year, this year, when public mem- 
bership in our churches reached an 
all-time high, public morals in 


our Nation reached an all-time 
low. Or could it be that when 
Dr. Flemming talks about reach- 
ing the minds and hearts of men 
he means only reaching their ears. 

And finally, what will it profit us 
if, in terms of material and social 
progress, we _ gain the whole 
world, while in these personal 
terms of what we live with and 
what we live by we lose our 
own souls? (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Dr. High. Now 
before we take the questions from 
our distinguished interrogators, 
perhaps you and Dr. Flemming 
would like to cross swords up 
here in front of the microphone 
as you seem to differ rather 
sharply on this question. Dr. 
Flemming ? 


Dr. Flemming: All right, first of 
all, let’s take the stresses and 
strains that Dr. High refers to. 
Sure, after a period of thirty-seven 
years of war, preparation for war, 
depressions, defense mobilization 
programs, and so forth, our people 
are subjected to stresses and strains. 
But, Dr. High, it is my contention 
that the Church today recognizes 
that as a glorious responsibility. 

What are our best-sellers today? 
The books that are dealing with 
this particular problem. Who are 
the authors of those books? Some 
of our most distinguished leaders 
in the Church today. What about 
The Upper Room, with its circu- 
lation of several million, and other 
similar publications? What about 
the work that is being done in 
churches such as the Marble Col- 
legiate Church in New York City, 
where physicians and psychiatrists 
and ministers team up together in 
order to take advantage of this op- 
portunity that confronts us at the 
present time? 


Dr. High: I agree with all you 
say about the stresses and the 
Strains, since I live in New York 
(City, but I suppose there never was 
ia time when Christians were living 
in such a period of stress and 
strain as they did in the first cen- 
tury, when they were in the middle 
pf a world of paganism that bore 
down on them as our world does 
not bear down on us; and in the 
middle of it all they had a peace 
that passed understanding, because 
pnside themselves they had some- 
thing to tie to. 

I wonder how Dr. Flemming, 
am educator, can travel around the 
campuses of the United States these 
days and believe that our young 
oeople have got that kind of an 
amchor and a rock on which to 
tand. As far as the books are 
concerned, I admit that the circu- 
tation is enormous, and our articles 
m the Reader’s Digest which have 
sligion as their subject are more 
eepular than any articles that we 
mn. I only wish more of them— 
‘sa deeper level—would catch on. 

Dr. Flemming: All right. Just 
his on that particular point: The 
act remains that the Church recog- 
izes the existence of that particu- 
ar problem and is exercising 
eadership. There is hardly a 
aeological seminary today that is 
ot providing courses which will 
aake it possible for their students 
> go out and become effective 
ainisters. 

But let’s turn to those scandals 
or just a minute. Dr. High says 
aat so few people appear dis- 
arbed, much less angry or alarmed. 
low that isn’t true with the people 
aat I talk with, as I go to various 

arts of the country; and certainly 

I interpret certain municipal 
ections correctly, the people are 
agry and they are alarmed. How 

se would you interpret what went 


on in New York City just a few 
weeks ago and what went on in the 
City of Philadelphia just a few 
weeks ago? 

As far as the appointment of the 
Senate Committee is concerned, all 
that is is a reflection of the anger 
and alarm of our people. They are 
insisting on action and the Senate 
responded with some action. 

Dr. High: I agree with you that 
the Church has been recognizing 
these problems for a long time, and 
I, just as you, have been a part 
of the most admirable gatherings 
of the most admirable people who 
have passed the most admirable 
resolutions ever known to history 
on every one of these questions. 
But the question is, what is hap- 
pening as a result of it? Granted 
the Church is preparing to meet 
this problem. The important thing 
is that the rise of the problem, 
not how we meet it now, is the 
indictment of the church. 

Dr. Flemming: Dr. High, it’s 
my contention that there are mil- 
lions of our fellow citizens who 
would rise up and testify to the 
fact that through the Church and 
through the message of the Church 
they have found that peace of mind 
that you are talking about. 

But let me go back to those 
scandals just a minute. These 
people that we are talking about 
at the present time who have the 
spotlight turned on them are only 
a part of the story. The spotlight 
is on them because their conduct 
makes news, and from one point 
of view, that fact is encouraging. 
That is the fact that their conduct 
is unusual enough to make news. 

It’s hard to get the spotlight on 
those who are living up to the 
teachings of the Church, but you 
can find them. Yes, you can find 
them in the capital city of the 
Nation—in the hundreds of thou- 


sands of our public servants who 
are active in the work of the 
churches of the City of Washing- 
ton. You can find them in every 
community—men and women who, 
because they have accepted the mes- 
sage of the Church, are leaders in 
our community chest, leaders in 
our Red Cross activities, leaders 
in our welfare activities. There are 
hundreds of thousands, millions of 
men who by their works are 
demonstrating that they have 
accepted the message of the 
Church. (Appiause) 


Mr. Denny: Thank you, Dr. 
Flemming. Now, gentlemen, our 
two distinguished governors, the 
Governor of the State of Virginia 
and the Governor of the State of 
North Carolina have questions for 
our speakers. I notice that Gov- 
ernor Scott has a question first. 


Governor Scott: Dr. Flemming, 
do you think we could reach the 
hearts and minds of more people 
more effectively if we had fewer 
denominations in the Protestant 
Church and splinter groups within 
the denomination itself? 


Dr. Flemming: My answer to 
that is yes. Anything and every- 
thing that can be done in the way 
of bringing about unification of 
denominations, pooling of resources 
upon the part of our churches, 
is all for the good. But let’s keep 
this fact in mind—that right now, 
today, 80 percent of our church 
members are found in eleven de- 
nominations. The situation isn’t 
quite as bad as some like to think. 


Dr. High: It’s an illusion to 
suppose that making all of our 
little churches into one big church 
is going to solve the spiritual prob- 
lem of America. That’s a mechan- 
ical achievement. What we’re wait- 
ing for is a religious achievement. 


(Applause) 


Dr. Flemming: I agree with the 
emphasis that Dr. High has just 
given us, but I still think that 
whenever we can pool resources in 
the interest of the advancement 
of the Kingdom of God it makes 
good sense. 


Governor Battle: Assuming the 
correctness of your conclusion, 
what remedy do you propose, Dr. 
High? 

Dr. High: Well, it’s always the 
toughest of all questions; and in 
my case, it’s a very difficult thing, 
because it would be exceedingly 
embarrassing to me if my preacher 
and the church to which I belong 
should begin to preach the kind of 
gospel which I think I myself and 
the country at large needs. Be- 
cause Dr. Flemming and [—I’m 
not reflecting on him, but I’m 
speaking for myself—we belong to 
that wing of Protestantism which 
is too generally made up of people 
who hope to goodness that they 
won’t be expected to take their 
religion too seriously. And it’s < 
religion in which absolutes anc 
disciplines have pretty well gone 
by the boards. Everybody i: 
pleased, but nobody is disturbed 
Well, I don’t think we're going 
to get anywhere until I and m 
associates begin to be exposed t 
a disturbing influence. That’s why 
people like Billy Graham, operat 
ing largely outside the Church, ge 
the kind of backing they get; be 
cause he takes folks by the scruf 
of their necks, gives them a ter 
tific shaking, lifts them up an 
starts them going around in ; 
different direction altogether. An« 
that’s the kind of preaching w 
need. (Applause) 


Mr. Denny: Thank you. Dr. Flem 


ming, do you have a comment o: 
that? 


Dr. Flemming: Might I say tha 


iin instance after instance that’s the 
kind of preaching we're getting. 
I'm sure that some of us here 
have been disturbed by some ser- 
mons we've heard. 

Governor Scott: Dr. High, I’d 
like to ask this question. Since 
‘this is a church meeting and all 
fof us are talking about what’s 
‘happening in Washington, should 
the Church take part in politics? 

Dr. High: Well, with reserva- 
tions which would take too long 
for me to enumerate, my answer 
ould be yes. Certainly, the 
‘Church should declare itself on 
moral issues, and if there are any 
‘political issues that are outside the 
ealm of politics, I haven’t heard 
sf them yet. By that I don’t mean 
that the Church ought to go and 
Sapport specific candidates, but it 
ertainly ought to make it hot for 
candidates who are wrong and con- 
enial for candidates who are 
right. To that extent, it ought to 
© into politics. (Applause) 
“Governor Scott: I’d like to ask 
this question. If you are right, why 
ail this furor among Presbyterians 
and Baptists and all the rest about 
sending an ambassador to the 
Vatican? I’ve been cussed about 
khat lately. I thought it was all 
right myself. Billy Graham thought 
fit was all right. 

Dr. High: Well, I must say that 
in a world filled with as large 
issues as our world is filled with, 
{ have been unable up to the pres- 
ent moment to get myself terribly 
»xcited about what’s going to hap- 
pen to our freedoms by sending an 
ambassador to the Vatican, but 
‘ may be all wrong. 

Governor Scott: I feel that way. 
Governor Battle: Dr. Flemming, 
hat do you mean by your state- 
ent that there is a conflict be- 
ween the teachings of Christ and 


the customarily accepted methods 
of dealing with many of our social, 
economic, political, and interna- 
tional problems? 


Dr. Flemming: Well, first, Gov- 
ernor, in order to answer that 
particular question, it would be 
necessary for me to make a rather 
long speech; in other words, to 
detail the various points that I 
have in mind. But just take, for 
example, our economic life. I’m 
sure that all of us here tonight 
and all listening in tonight would 
agree, when we think in terms of 
the standards that Christ gave us 
through the Sermon on the Mount, 
and when we think in terms of our 
commonly accepted methods for 
dealing with many of our prob- 
lems in the field of economics, that 
there is a conflict between the two. 
It's at this point that I agree 
with Dr. High that the Church 
has a responsibility for coming to 
grips with those particular con- 
flicts. 

Personally I’m delighted over 
the fact that the National Council 
of Churches, for example, through 
its department of the Church in 
Economic Life, is, month in and 
month out, year in and year out, 
coming to grips with some of these 
conflicts and giving help and as- 
sistance to all of us who are 
trying to think our way through. 

Governor Battle: Does this 
statement in your opinion, nega- 
tive your conclusion that the 
churches are reaching the hearts 
and minds of men? 


Dr. Flemming: No, Governor, 
in my judgment it does not. As I 
see the standards of Christ, that, 
of course, is the ideal toward 
which all of us must work. And in 
my judgment, as a result of the 
leadership of the Church, we are 
moving in the direction of that 


ideal; but we’ve got a long distance 
to travel and a great deal of work 
to do if we’re going to make the 
kind of progress that in my judg- 
ment must be made in this genera- 
tion, not the next. 


Governor Scott: I’d like to ask 
Dr. Flemming this question. More 
and more, so we learn—people are 
passing the buck, so to speak, from 
the family teaching the child all 
the principles of character, and 
so forth and so on, all the things 
involved in it. We passed it on. 
Instead of the Church—the Church 
itself{—this is the same fellow— 
he’s a member of the Church and 
he’s the head of the family—in- 
stead of teaching those things in 
the home as he ought to, he passes 
it on to the school now; and on 
the taxpayer’s money, the child is 
being forced in some places to 
listen to instructions in the Bible. 
Well, now is that correct? Is that 
one of our downfalls, if there are 
any, in that we are passing the 
buck, not doing the individual 
responsibility of the family and 
the Church itself? 


Dr. Flemming: Governor, I’d like 
to respond to that question in this 
way. There is no question at all 
in my mind about the responsi- 
bility which rests upon the family, 
and I don’t believe that it is pos- 
sible for the family to shift that 
responsibility to any other institu- 
tion. As far as the family and the 
Church are concerned, I believe 
it’s a case of both and, not either 
or. 


As far as our educational institu- 
tions are concerned, personally I 
was thrilled over the fact that the 
Board of Regents of the State of 
New York just a few days ago 
issued a statement to all of the 
public schools of that state, urg- 
ing them to open each day’s ses- 
sion with prayer. (Applause) And 
personally, as one who heads a 
church-related institution of higher 
education, not state supported, of 
course, but privately supported, 
I believe that such institutions can 
help and assist the family and the 
church, but I’m in agreement with 
you that the basic responsibility 
rests right there. 


Governor Battle: Dr. High, do 
you feel that the churches are too 
timid in dealing with the religious 
life of the people from fear of 
antagonizing some of their mem- 
bers? Or, on the other hand, are 
they possibly placing too much 
emphasis on what might be termed 
doctrine or dogma? 


Dr. High: I can’t speak for the 
South, so I won’t attempt to; but 
in the part of the country from 
which I come, I think there is a 
great deal of emphasis being placed 
upon the improvement of the 
world’s institutions, because it’s 
easier to build the institutions 
than it is to make over people. 
And I think that the answer to that 
question is—whether it’s doctrine 
or whether it’s social improvement 
—the faci is that in too many 
places, because the changing of 
people is a hard, difficult job, that 
problem is being too often evaded. 


On page 6 of the November 20 Bulletin, Eldridge Haynes’ 
statement was incorrectly attributed to William Joyce. The reply 
to the question on the Marshall Plan on page 11 which was attri- 
buted to Mr. Haynes was actually made by Mr. Joyce. 


QUESTIONS, PLEASE! 


Mr. Denny: Thank you. Now 
wwe have about four thousand 
speople here in the Mosque Audi- 
torium in Richmond. We’ll start 
fwith a question from this lady 
here. 

_ Lady: Would it be wise to have 
paid Sunday School Teachers ? 

_ Mr. Denny: That’s for you, Dr. 
Flemming. 

Dr. Flemming: In my judgment, 
we do our most effective work in 
connection with our church-school 
activities when we challenge the 
most outstanding men and women 
‘hat we have in our congregations 
-6 volunteer their services. I recog- 
aize that directors of religious 
education have a role to play, but 
eersonally, I believe that A-1, the 
p-notch men and women in our 
e@ngregations, should be the 
people that we rely on for church- 
chool work. 


Man: Dr. High, should not labor 
¢ heard in any discussion of the 
ffect of a moral breakdown in 
ur social order? 

Dr. High: Certainly labor should 
e heard, and I think that the 
rotestant Churches are probably 
veakest at that very point, that 
bor has such a slight voice in the 
rotestant Church councils. But 
e’re doing more to expand our 
yatact in that field in the National 
ouncil of Churches. But I think 
lat even today the Protestant 
hurch doesn’t have a_ sensitive 
rough ear to the problems of 
bor and what labor has to offer 
| the sum total of the Church’s 
isdom and contribution. 


Dr. Flemming: I would agree 
ith that, but I would like to 
iderline the fact that in the 
ational Council of Churches and 
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the State and City Council of 
Churches, as we consider these 
problems in the field of economics, 
for example, we always make sure 
to have labor, management, agri- 
culture, as well as theologians and 
other laymen represented. 

Lady: Dr. Flemming and Dr. 
High. Are Protestant ministers of 
so-called fashionable churches 
afraid to speak against moral weak- 
ness prophetically in high places? 

Dr. Flemming: Well, VIL take 
it first. I suppose that there are 
some who would have to plead 
guilty to that particular indict- 
ment. On the other hand, I cer- 
tainly know some who would not 
have to plead guilty to it, but who 
are vigorous and fearless in their 
presentation of the issues which 
the congregation should have pre- 
sented to it. It’s hard to generalize 
either way. 

Mr. Denny: Dr. High, do you 
want to comment? 

Dr. High: And I don’t think it 
is a matter of big churches. If 
you want to take the lapse, so 
far as preacher leadership is con- 
cerned, it certainly is confined to 
big churches. And as Dr. Flem- 
ming says, there are a great many 
churches that are doing a great 
job, but the problem is that in 
spite of the great job that has 
been done, these issues have none- 
theless arisen. 

Man: Dr. High, if the Protest- 
ant churches are not reaching 
men’s minds and hearts today, how 
can you explain the tremendous 
and continued postwar increase 
in church attendance? 


Dr. High: JI think that there is 
no one who goes to church who 
doesn’t get something out of it. 


Sometimes it’s even religious. I 
don’t mean to be cynical about 


that, of course. Put it on the 
very least ground: you’re not going 
to lose anything by going to 


church, and nine times out of ten 
youll gain something out of going 
to church, regardless of the kind 
of sermon you listen to. But I 
think that there is a vast search- 
ing among the American people 
for something which will stabilize 
their inner selves, and the Church 
declares that it has that stabilizing 
element to provide, and people 
are going to church hoping that 
they get it, and because so often 
they do not get it, they are going 
off into other churches and fol- 
lowing men like Billy Graham who 
apparently. on a wide-spread scale, 
does provide that degree of cer- 
tainty which too often we more 
respectable Christians lack. 


Mr. Denny: I take it that 
word “respectable” is in quotation 
marks, Mr. High? 


Dr. Flemming: May I simply 
say that millions of them would 
not continue to keep coming back 
unless they were finding some- 
thing worth while. 


Lady: Dr. Flemming, young 
people need guidance, so what do 
you think the Church should do 
to help young people meet this 


problem with intelligence and 
honesty ? 
Dr. Flemming: If I get the 


tenor of your question, your feel- 
ing is that the young people do 
need guidance and what can the 
Church do to provide them with 
that guidance. It seems to me that 
the thing that the Church can do 
in order to provide them with the 
guidance that they need at the 
present time is to preach the gospel 
as we find it given to us through 
Christ. 
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Man: Mr. High, how do you 
explain the tremendous humani- 
tarian advances made in Protestant 
America in recent years if the 
Protestant churches are not doing 
a good job? 

Dr. High: Well, that’s not the 
question, in the first place. Of 
course, we made great humanitarian 
advances, and in every one of 
those advances the Protestant 
churches have been out in the 
forefront and have made their 
contribution. My point is that 
regardless of how much advances 
we make on the externals of so- 
ciety, if we let the inner man go 
untended, sooner or later catas- 
trophe is going to be our fate. 


Dr. Flemming: Well, but peo- 
ple do not put themselves in a 
position where they are willing to 
sacrifice for others unless they 
have accepted the gospel of love 
as given to us by Christ. 

Man: Dr. High, by getting to 
the so-called level of the common 
man, do we not compromise 
Christianity, making it meaningless 
and powerless when this faith 
really reaches the hearts of men: 

Dr. High: Well, I don’t know 
what you mean by getting to the 
level of the common man. What 
other kind of a level did Jesus 
operate on except the level of 
the common man? If you meagr 
the level of the mass man, thai 
may be something else again; bu 
one of the troubles of ow 
churches, it seems to me, is th 
fact that we have—I’m all fo 
theological school education  s¢ 
don’t get me wrong, Dr. Lacy— 
but one of our troubles has bees 
that we have been so _insisten 
upon having our religious argu 
ments on a high intellectual level 
that we have forgotten Christ’ 
counsel that those things will b 
revealed to the ignorant and with 


held from those that have the 
degrees. 
Man: My question is addressed 


to Dr. Flemming. Doctor, what 
practical plan can you suggest for 
making the principles of religion 
‘a part of modern life in this 
earnest search for peace, ethical 
‘conduct, and good will? 


_ Dr. Flemming: Well, that’s a 
pretty large order. But thinking 
‘in terms of a practical program 
which will bring us further along 
tthe line toward the acceptance 
‘of the teachings of Christ, as far 
‘as our everyday activities are con- 
cerned, it seems to me that one 
‘thing that can be done down at 
the level of the local church is 
for those who are concerned about 
these problems to come together, 
and under the guidance of those 
who can give them the kind of 
factual information that they need 
im order to arrive at sound de- 
cisions, and under the inspiration 
and leadership of their ministers, 
think their way through to con- 
ciusions which will mean that 
they'll go out and in connection 
with their own everyday activities 
apply the teachings of Christ. I 
know of no other practical ap- 
proach than to develop practical 
programs down at the level of 
the local church, which gives the 
members of the local church an 
opportunity to think their way 
through to Christian conclusions. 


Mr. Denny: Thank you, Dr. 
Flemming. Now in addition to 
our two distinguished Governors 
of North Carolina and Virginia 
we have the Mayor of Richmond 
here, the Honorable Nelson Park- 
er who has a question. 

Mayor Parker: Dr. High, under 
the great stress and strain of these 
modern times, what would have 
happened without the great in- 
fluence of our churches? 
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Dr. High; We would have long 
since undoubtedly gone on the 
rocks beyond either recovery or 


repair. There is no question 
about that whatsoever. I’m not 
arguing tonight about the fact 


that the Church is dispensable. 
Of course, it’s indispensable. I’m 
only saying that alongside the 
gospel, of which the Church is 
the custodian, it is too often an 
inadequate channel for its trans- 
mission. 


Mr. Denny: Thank you. Be- 
fore we go back to the audience, 
has Governor Battle or Governor 
Scott a question at this point? No, 
you pass, all right. The gentle- 
man on the aisle. 


Man: Dr. Flemming, does the 
financial support of Protestant 
churches indicate that the hearts 
and minds of men are being reach- 
ed when we consider the present 
income of our members? 


Dr. Flemming: My contention 
on that particular point is this: 
That if as local churches we will 
raise our sights and develop the 
kind of programs that will chal- 
lenge our members, then our mem- 
bers will respond. I don’t think 
that we have done an adequate job. 
along that particular line up to 
the present time, and my direct 
answer to your question is zo, I 
do not think that as Protestant 
laymen, we're putting enough 
money into the program of the 
church. I think that’s one of the 
points that we’ve got to go to 
work on. 


Lady: Dr. High, why do groups 
like the Assembly of God appeal 
to the masses while the so-called 
orthodox denominations, like 
Presbyterians, fail to reach them? 


Dr. High: Well, I wouldn’t 
want to join in your implied in- 
dictment of the Presbyterians. 


Why single us out? But it’s be- 
cause in my opinion the people 
who are reached by the Assembly 
of God have certain specific prob- 
lems for which they want plain 
and simple and, if I may say so, 
absolute answers. And one of the 
difficulties of churches in other 
brackets—social, economic, orf 
what have you is that we have 
almost completely stored away our 
absolutes, and everything is some- 
thing which is two-sided. Well, 
that’s not the kind of religion 
which was vital in the first cen- 
tury. It didn’t have two sides—it 
had one side. And one of these 
days Protestantism is going to re- 


discover its absolutes, and on that 
day, believe me, we'll be going 
places. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you very 
much, Dr. High, Dr. Flemming, 
Governor Battle, Governor Scott, 
and our special thanks to Dr. B. 
R. Lacy, President of the Union 
Theological Seminary, Mr. Lawr- 
ence Adison, our host, and a spe- 
cial welcome to our new local 
sponsor, the Lawyers Title Insur- 
ance Corporation, which brings 
Town Meeting to our Richmond 
audience every Tuesday on station 
WRNL. So plan to be with us 
next week and every week at the 
sound of the Crier’s Bell. 
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FOR FURTHER STUDY OF THIS WEEK’S TOPIC 


Background Questions 


Do our Protestant churches teach religion effectively? 

a. Do they teach the purpose of life and a pattern for living 
which is applicable to daily situations? 

b. Should religious teaching emphasize faith 
ethical system, or both? 

c. Should religion emphasize ritual and theology or 
religious experience? 

Is religion expressed in understandable terms, or is its terminology 

too complicated? 

a. ae such doctrines as original sin and regeneration understand- 
able? 

Do most people go to church because of a vague feeling that 

they ought to go, or because they find it a satisfying experience? 

a. How much of the value of attending church depends on the 


in God or an 


personal 


b. How much of the value of church attendance depends on the 


Do churches emphasize denominational preferences (such as dif- 
ferentiate the Unitarians and Lutherans, for example) rather than 


a. Does lack of unity in the Protestant churches prevent them 


a. Do clergymen meet today’s controversial issues with courage? 


Are church social activities an important means of reaching the 
hearts and minds of men, or do they detract from the main purpose 


as 
personality of the minister? 
attitude of the churchgoer himself? 
4, 
eternal truths? 
from reaching the hearts and minds of men? 
5. Should the church take part in politics? 
6. Do churches give people the comfort they need? 
ite 
of the church? 
8. What should sermons deal with? 


a. Should they emphasize repentance and faith or morality? 
b. Should they emphasize Gospel teachings or interpret current 
affairs from a Christian viewpoint? 
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9. Have churches changed men’s characters or improved their conduct? 

a. If so, how do you account for all the mental illness in the 

country and for the crime, corruption, and impropriety in 
government which has been disclosed recently? 

b. Are mental illness and low ethical standards the rule or the 
exception among churchgoers? 

c. Would clergymen understand people better if they worked 
with psychiatrists in their churches? 

0. Do churches teach a “Sunday religion” or do they provide a 
basis for day-to-day living? 

a. How can we overcome the contradiction between sexual ethics 
as taught by the churches and sexual conduct as pointed up 
by. such scientists as Dr. Kinsey? 

b. How can we overcome the contradiction between the ideal 
of honesty and the practice of “dog eat dog” which is preval- 
ent in our competitive world? 

c. How can we overcome the contradiction between the ‘“brother- 
hood of men” ideal and the racial and religious prejudice 
which exists in the world today? 

1. Is the United States in the midst of a great religious revival? 

a. If so, is the current interest: in religion a reaction to present-day 
international crisis and a reflection of the need for security? 
Will this interest wane if the world situation improves, or will 
it last? 

b. Does evangelism offer more to us in times of stress) or crisis 
than other types of religion? 

c. Do revival meetings express true religious fervor, or do they 
exercise merely a temporary emotional appeal? 

2. Are Sunday school teachers properly educated and trained to teach 
the history and traditions of the Christian religion and the Bible, 
or is the appointment of Sunday school teachers usually a hit-or-miss 
affair? 
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THE LISTENER TALKS BACK 
“ARE WE CLOSE TO SOLVING OUR RACE PROBLEM?” 
Program of November 27, 1951 


Mrs. Sadie T. M. Alexander 


George S. Schuyler 


EVOLUTION VS. REVOLUTION 
There will never be perfection 
in solving our race problems, but 
it must be admitted that over the 
years there has been a gradual 
but decided improvement in them. 
In fact, it has been an evolution- 
ary betterment rather than a revo- 
lutionary beating into submission. 
With all that, we still have a long 
way to go to reach anywhere near 
that goal of perfection. However, 
when you come right down to it, 
the crux of the problem is the 
need of gaining the respect to 
which each and every group is 
entitled. But we cannot demand 
respect. We must earn it. When 
we all live a life of decency and 
honor, there will be no need to 
demand that respect. We will com- 
mand it. That accomplished, race 
problems will vanish. — MICHAEL 
WALPIN, Bronx, New York. 


CALM CONVICTION 

How fortunate we are in this 
country to be able to have such a 
subject discussed by both races. 
I could not help thinking that Mr. 
Schuyler’s tolerant, kindly, and 
humorous attitude would do more 
to obtain for his race the justice 
which they desire (and deserve) 
than Mrs. Alexander’s . ap- 
proach.— Marie J. Kister, Doyles- 
town, Pennsylvania. 


STRAW IN THE WIND 

All of the students at the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina, Chapel 
Hill, are supplied with student 
tickets [for football games] and 
all the students sit together in the 


stadium. . This year several 
Negro students taking graduate 
courses . . . were not given stu- 
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dent tickets; instead they were 
supplied with general admission 
tickets entitliffg them to sit with 
other members of their race in the 
segregated portion of the football 
stadium. Other members of the 
student body, entirely white, arose 
almost en masse and petitioned and 
heckled the university authorities 
to supply the Negro students with 
student tickets. Eventually such 
tickets were supplied to the Negro 
students so that the remaining 
home games of the football team 
they sat with the other students. 


Maybe this is one small straw 
in the wind indicating that as we 
do solve our race problem in the 
years ahead, the youth of the 
country will show the way to the 
vider generation . . . which has 
fallen down on so many jobs so 
many times. Incidentally I am of 
the older generation—ELMER M. 
SIMKINS, Pinehurst, North Caro. 
lina. 


SEGREGATION 


Everyone on the program seemed 
to feel that the abolition of segre-. 
gation, whether now or eventually 
was the only solution to the “prob. 
lem” and that it was simply a ques: 
tion of how and when to effect it. 
The program disregarded entirely 
the fact that a considerable num 
ber of people in our country, botk 
in and out of the South, strongly 
approve of segregation. . . . Segre 
gation, as it is in effect here, keep: 
things running very smoothly witk 
a minimum of tension betweer 
colored and white. It is only wher 
meddling and agitation occurs . . 
that the trouble starts——ALBER1 
B. HASKELL II, Miami, Florida. 


